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SUB J : MORE PRESS CRITICISM ON DIEGO GARCIA 
REF: MOSCOW 3406 

1. FIRST SOVIET PRESS REACTION TO DEPSECDEF CLEMENTS 
AND ADM. MOORER TESTIMONY ON DIEGO GARCIA IS MARCH 15 
PRAVDA ARTICLE BY WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT KURDYUMOV. 
ITEM REPORTS TESTIMONY SHOWED THAT USE OF BASE FOR 
B-52'S "NOT EXCLUDED" AND SAYS MOORER EXPRESSED 
PERSONAL VIEW IN REPLY TO SYMINGTON QUESTION THAT 
THIS SHOULD HAPPEN. KURDYUMOV ACKNOWLEDGES SUBSEQUENT 
DOD CLARIFICATION THAT THERE ARE NO PLANS TO BASE 
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IS TO PREVENT RECONSIDERATION OF PLANS. ENTIRE STATE 
DEPARTMENT EFFORT TO PLAY DOWN TENSIONS IN REGION WHICH 
WOULD RESULT FROM BASE IS TERMED "SMOKE SCREEN TO MASK 
FAR-REACHING PLANS OF PENTAGON." 

2. LENGTHY COMMENTARY IN MARCH 14 IZVESTIA BY VLADIMIR 
KUDRYAVTSEV RAKES OLD COLAS ON DIEGO GARCIA, CITING 
ZURHELLEN HFAC TESTIMONY BUT OBVIOUSLY WRITTEN BEFORE 
CLEMENTS/MOORER APPEARANCE AT SENATE HEARINGS. 
KUDRYAVTSEV DISPUTES U.S. RATIONALE BASED ON FREEDOM 
OF NAVIGATION, WHICH HE SAYS OTHER STATES INCLUDING 
USSR ENJOY, OR ON ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL TIES, WHICH 
DON'T REQUIRE NAVY, OR ON DEFENSE RESPONSIBILITIES, 

WHICH HE SAYS DON'T EXIST UNLESS ONE COUNTS COMMIT- 
MENTS OT SOUTH AFRICA AND PORTUGUESE COLONIALISTS. 
KUDRYAVTSEV ALLUDES TO U.S. FLEET MOVEMENTS DURING 
BANGLADESH CRISIS AND RECENT ME CONFLICT AND WARNS THAT 
U.S. IS LAYING BASIS FOR RESORT TO GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY 
AGAIN IF NEED BE. HE CONCLUDES THAT U.S. MEASURES IN 
INDIAN OCEAN RUN COUNTER TO GENERAL TENDENCY TOWARD 
DETENTE. 

3. COMMENT: VOLUME OF COMMENTARY ON DIEGO GARCIA IN 
SOVIET PRESS INDICATES GREAT STAYING POWER OF ISSUE, 
PERHAPS GREATEST FOR ISSUE OF THIS TYPE SINCE DECISION 
ON HOMEPORTING IN GREECE. 
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